An event for Women - and Men

By Diane P. Ortiz

Sitting on the plane headed out
to Las Vegas, Nevada, I couldn’t
help hoping I was wrong. Every
year for the past six, I've traveled
from New York City to Nevada in
the fall not to see the shows, gamble
or enjoy everything the Strip has to
offer. Not even to rent a bike and
cruise through Red Rock Canyon or
be astounded by the great Hoover
Dam. It’s that patch of land opposite
the Nellis Air Force Base that
interests me. That patch of land with
the asphalt curves - The Las Vegas
Motor Speedway, home of Femmoto
2007. But this year I was worried.

Every time I glanced at the
Femmoto.com web site another
event or special deal had been
added. I was afraid my favorite
motorcycle event of the year was
becoming too big. An ambitious
schedule was planned with more
days of riding on the street as well
as the track. The list of motorcycle
manufacturers, products and
promotions grew almost daily.
There were more activities, more of
almost everything. And even men
were being allowed to participate in
some of them. I thought it just
wouldn’t be the same.

I didn’t need to worry. Instead
of just a weekend, the event started
unofficially on Thursday with a
Kawasaki ROK (Riders of Kawasaki)
day on the track. Friday was a
mixed track day event, run like a
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regular track day with the full back
track open. Bonnie Strawser and
Monte Lutz of Sportbike Track Time
and their staff were busy from
dawn to dusk, and I'm sure most of
the night too, making sure
everything worked flawlessly. Not
even the howling winds and
occasional sandstorm could dissuade
the participants or those putting up
tents and displays.

Femmoto has evolved from a
small one-day event with mostly
local appeal, to a nationwide, multi-
faceted, multi-day showcase of how
serious the motorcycle industry is
about courting women. The great
thing about Femmoto is that is
doesn’t seem big or overwhelming -
or commercial. The focus is on
safety, on and off the track. The
opportunity to learn new skills and
improve your techniques is easy
here, where the coaches are well-
known women racers and
instructors like “Super Sarah”
Schilke and well-known journalist
and professional instructor Angie
Loy. Learning new skills, improving
techniques is only part of the
fascination of Femmoto. The
highlight is being able to ride your
choice of motorcycle, provided by
the manufacturer for your pleasure,
at your convenience throughout the
event. All you need is a motorcycle
license, your Femmoto registration
and proper gear (full-leathers, full-
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face helmet, gloves and boots for the track)
and you are good to go!

And go we did. Over four hundred
women, and approximately fifty men
including my happy husband who has
faithfully supported me at this event for
many years, got to ride on and off the track.
That included riding through a bouncy, heart-
stopping pit of excitement on some sporty
quads provided by KYMCO. You could tell
the “dirty girls” who went through it by the
dust on their track leathers afterwards.
Another feature was the Coach2Ride
(Coach2Ride.com) and Kawasaki sponsored
dirt bike course given by instructors Bonnie
Warch and Andrea Beach.

All the manufacturers did a great job, with
Kawasaki and Harley-Davidson / Buell
leading the way with their continuing
support. This year they added more features,
seminars, promotions and giveaways. The
entire list of participants and supporters is on
Femmoto.com.

It’s not easy making over 400 women
happy and Bonnie makes it look easy. This
phenomenal event is unique and should be on
your not-to-be-missed list for Fall 2008.
Haven’t been to a Femmoto yet? Start making
plans now, because you don’t want to miss
the next one. And don’t worry; it will be
bigger and even better!

Register now and see the photos from past
Femmoto events at www.Femmoto.com

Diane Ortiz lives in Long Island, New York with
her husband and fellow motorcyclist George Tranos.
She is president of the Big Apple Motorcycle School
(www.BigAppleMoto.com). You can reach her at
Diane@BigAppleMoto.com

AUTHORIZED KYMCO USA DEALERS

HOT BIKE OF QUINCY
QUINCY, IL 217-228-7433

JOAN'S DISTRIBUTING
GOREVILLE, IL 618-995-2931

KIRKPATRICKS AUTO WORLD
MANTEND, IL 815-468-2886

MCCORMICK AUTO PLAGE, INC.
BELLEVUE, IL 309-897-4723

MR MOTO ING
CHICAGO, IL 312-738-4268

RIEDLE INC.
MARSHALL, IL 217-826-8070

SCOOTERWORKS USA, INC.
CHICAGO, IL 773-271-4242

ACTION MOTORSPORTS
MARION, IN 765-662-1152

BUCKEYE ATV
BELPRE, OH 740-423-2123

DICK'S SUZUKI
LEESBURGH, OH 937-780-7165

FISCHER CYCLE SALES
ASHTABULA, OH 440-997-4168

HENSON POWER SPORTS
LIMA, OH 418-221-3494

KYMCO OF CLEVELAND
AURORA, OH 330-562-5200

McCARTHY YAMAHA, INC.
DEFIANCE, OH 419-782-4883

PRIDE OF CLEVELAND
CLEVELAND, OH 218-737-0700

RIDGE MOTOR SPORTS RACING
RICHMOND, OH 740-765-1007

TRAILS END SPORTS

FLATOUT
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 317-880-9110  NEW PHILADELPHIA, OH 330-364-4933

HEETER'S PERFORMANCE CENTER
N. MANCHESTER, IN' 260-382-6817

JAY'S AUTOWORLD
SULLIVAN, IN 812-268-3803

M & R CYCLES
TERRE HAUTE, IN 812-232-0075

PHOENIX SPORT CYCLE, INC.
LAFAYETTE, IN 765-449-1550

SPEED CITY CYCLE
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 317-917-3211

SPOOR'S AUTO SALES, INC.
LA PORTE, IN' 219-362-5050

DEVRIES SALES
PORTAGE, MI 269-323-2166

EAGLE ONE SPORTS SHOP
MANITOU BEACH, MI 517-547-7563

HARVEY MOTORS, INC.
PAW PAW, MI 269-857-2913

HOWELL CYCLE
HOWELL, MI 517-546-3310

JUMPING BEAN RECREATION
CHARLEVOIX, M1 231-237-8637

LIFE CYCLE
KALAMAZ00, MI 269-388-5590

RIVERFRONT GYGLE, INC.
LANSING, MI 517-482-8585

ROUTE 66 POWERSPORTS
[ONIA, MI 616-527-0130

SC00T ARDUND TOWN
YPSILANTI, M1 734-484-9993

STEHOUWER AUTO SALES
GRAND RAPIDS, M1 618-455-7000

AC MOTORS
NORTH CANTON, OH 330-492-5200

AFFORDABLE MOTOR SALES
ST MARY'S, OH 419-394-0999

ASK POWERSPORTS
LANCASTER, OH 740-854-3456

BEECHMONT MOTORSPORTS
CINCINNATI, OH 513-752-0088

100T SC0OTS
COLUMBUS, OH 614-298-9868

ADVANGED LANDSPEED
PLYMOUTH, Wi 920-893-3114

ALL SEASONS LAWN & SPORT
NEW RICHMOND, Wi 715-246-0966

GYCLES PLUS ING
ELKHORN, W1 262-723-1415

FULLERS SALES & SERVICE
ANTIGO, WI 715-623-4912

JOEL'S WATER STAUTO, INC.
EAU CLAIRE, WI 715-833-2120

JONES NEW WORLD SPORTS
SEXTONVILLE, Wi 608-647-4131

KICKSTANDS MOTOR SPORT
INDUSTTREGO, W1 715-635-4555

METRO MOTORCYCLE, INC.
MENASHA, W1 920-882-2951

MIDCITIES MOTORSPORTS
WEST BEND, Wi 262-338-1118

MILLER SUPPLY
GLINTONVILLE, Wi 715-823-6232

MISCHLER'S HWY 33 POWER

CENTEBEAVER DAN, WI 920-885-6552

NEINFELDT CYCLE

WISCONSIN RAPIDS, W1 715-423-1903

NESS AUTO SALES & SERVICE
LODI, Wi 808-592-3848

PRAIRIE MOTOR SPORTS

PRAIRIE DUCHIEN, W1 808-326-8682

REINA INTERNATIONAL
BROOKFIELD, Wi 262-781-3336

RIVERSIDE RIDES
DEPERE, Wi 920-435-7798

SCOOTER THERAPY
MADISON, Wi 608-255-1520

SNOW WORKS

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI 715-723-7705
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